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of the Malay Peninsula for the purpose of stopping a thunder-
storm, has often been described by subsequent inquirers.
Thus Mr. W, W. Skeat says : " During a storm of thunder
and lightning the Semang draw a few drops of blood from
the region of the shin-bone, mix it with a little water in a
bamboo receptacle, and throw it up to the angry skies
(according to the East Semang or Pangan, once up to the
sky and once on the ground, saying ' bo ', i.e. t stop '). On
my inquiring further, one of the women offered to show me
how to do this, and drawing off a drop or two of blood into
a bamboo vessel by tapping with a stick the point of a
jungle-knife pressed against her shin-bone, she proceeded to
perform this strange ' libation' ceremony in the manner thus
described." l
On this subject Mr. Ivor H. N. Evans writes : " Thunder
and lightning, being, according to Negrito ideas, caused by
the powers above, are much feared.   The Menik Kaien and
Kintag Bong, I was told by Tokeh, draw blood from the
outer side of the right leg near the shin-bone when a bad
thunderstorm comes on, and throw it up towards the sky
saying, ' Loim makum pek keping !' (i.e. ' Throw the blood
aloft!').    Mempelam, in 1921, supplemented my informa-
tion with regard to the blood-offering made by Kintak Bong
when a bad storm arises, stating that before the blood is
thrown upward, as described above, a little is poured down-
wards to the earth for the benefit of the ' grandmothers ',
the person who makes the offering saying,' Un Yak Kalcheng^
Yak Manoid, tembun ajer nteng chuchok Chapor^ Chalog
chigiog nteng Tapern pi-weg kaii pek kid beteu ! '   This is, I
think, fairly correctly translated as follows : * Yak Kalcheng,
Yak Manoid, come up and give advice to the ears of your
grandchildren Chapor and Chalog to relate to the ears of
Tapern that he should make go back the thunder to the roots
of the waters/
" The Jehehr, cutting the leg in the same manner, take
a few drops of blood from the wound on the blade of the
1 W. W. Skeat and C. 0. Blagden,     by the German traveller Vaughan-
Pagan Races of the Malay Peninsula     Stevens, according to whom the cere-
(London, 1906), ii. 204,    Mr. Skeat     nxony of cutting the $kin is performed
also quotes (p, 205, notex) a more de-     both by men and women of all ages,
tailed description of the same custom